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THRU THE EDITOR’S GLASSES 


This issue of the Journal will be devoted almost entirely to society af- 
fairs. Some report of the Pittsburgh meeting was made in the November 
issue, but this accounting was considerably curtailed by the limitations of 
space. A continuation of this report will be found in this issue. So much 
time has now elapsed that, unless specifically requested, no further report 
of this meeting will be attempted. Your editor hopes that, beginning with 
the May meeting in Philadelphia, the report of the various committees and 
officers will be turned over to him in time to publish the most of them in the 
May issue. If the remainder can then be cleaned up in the June issue, the 
membership at large can have this report of society affairs before it is stale. 
The publication of the best papers presented at the annual meeting can then 
be started in the October Journal and continued in the succeeding issues. 





The financial affairs of the State Society are now on a calendar year 
basis so the treasurer’s report will be published in the February Journal. 

Your editor also hopes to have for publication in the February Journal 
a paper on heart conditions and their oral manifestations by Dr. Bernard I. 
Comroe, of the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Comroe gave a very inter- 
esting and practical paper on “Oral Manifestations of Systemic Diseases” 
at the Fourth District meeting and he will be one of the speakers at the 
Greater Philadelphia annual meeting held by the First District Society. 

. 3 


Your editor would like to call your attention to the report in this issue 
of the “Big Brother’s Bureau,” Dr. F. S. Rusca, chairman. If the program 
of this committee can be carried out, it should be of incalculable value to 
organized dentistry, to the student, and to the new graduate. Dr. Rusca has 
surely devoted much time to his work and very few members are familiar 
with it. The report was unfortunately delayed until the last few moments 
of the closing session and could not be properly presented. 

a 


An interesting communication was recently received from Dr. Herbert 
Ely Williams, the sage of Red Bank, N. J. Dr. Williams, or Uncle Bert, as 
he is affectionately known to many of the younger men, proposes to publish 
a 225 page book entitled “A Scrap Book of Dental Informalities.” No pub- 
lisher will handle the publication because it is not a text book so Dr. Wil- 
liams is giving those interested an opportunity to subscribe in advance. 
Many who have read his lively “practice in paragraphs” in the Journal of 
the A. D. A. will be glad to secure a large dose of his philosophy and psy- 
chology of the profession. If you are interested, a check for three dollars 
sent to him will place your name on the list of original sponsors. 
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Last year, on May Ist, the American Dental Association sent our state 
relief fund a check for $778.06. This represented 50% of the amount re- 
ceived from Pennsylvania for the sale of Christmas seals. Did you send 
your check? Can you spare another one? Remember every dollar means 
50 cents for our own state relief fund. 


* * * 


A Reading member of the society received an amusing letter from 
one of his patients. It is appended herewith in the hope that you will be able 
to find a smile in it: 

“T am awfully sorry I felt back own paying own my bill but I have bin 
having quiet a lot of sickness. I expect to pay own my bill after the Hollow 
days.” * * * 

This issue contains the detailed program of the big all-day meeting of 
the Third District Society to be held Thursday, January 27th, at the Hotel 
Casey in Scranton. Those of you within driving range of Scranton, whether 
you are in the Third District or not, should make every effort to attend. You 
will be cordially welcomed and will feel amply rewarded for your trip by a 
fine all-day program. .! Re 


Early next month, just as the February Journal is going to press, the 
First District will hold their “Greater Philadelphia Annual Meeting.” 
February 2, 3, and 4 are the days and their own publicity committee will 
keep you informed and remind you of it. 


*x * * 


The Annual Five State Post Graduate Clinic will be held in Washing- 
ton, D. C., on March 6th, 7th, 8th, and gth at the Mayflower Hotel. All 
members of the American Dental Society are cordially invited to attend. 


* * * 


The thirty-sixth annual meeting of the Central Pennsylvania Dental 
Society, Seventh District, will be held at the Fort Stanwix Hotel, Johns- 
town, on February 28th, March 1st and 2nd. All members of the American 
Dental Association are cordially invited. 


* * * 


A telephone message from Dr. Hollister’s office gives the news that 
Dr. R. E. Swivel, of Huntingdon, has been appointed to fill the last vacancy 
on the State Board. 


Your district treasurer has a 1938 membership card waiting for your 
check. Send it in at once—memberships expire January rst. 
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THE PITTSBURGH MEETING 


REPORT OF CENTRAL OFFICE 





April Ist, 1936, a central office, with full-time business manager, was 
established at 800 Capital Street, Harrisburg, the business affairs of the 
society becoming too great for volunteer officers to carry on. The office 
was equipped at minimum expense and has been gradually added to until 
now it is prepared to meet almost any emergency. We now have a first class 
mimeographing machine and an addressograph machine which was given 
to us by Oral Hygiene Publications—plates for every member of the State 
Society have been purchased, with a steel cabinet for safe keeping. 

Immediately upon establishment of the central office, the business 
manager began to contact various officers of the district societies to assist 
in membership work, the legislative campaign and flood relief. 

He attended the New York State meeting at New York City for the 
purpose of contacting prospective exhibitors for our annual meeting in 
1937. 

During the month of May, work was started on a complete cross file 
record system of all practicing dentists in Pennsylvania. By full co- 
operation of the Bureau of Licensing in the Department of Public Instruc- 
tion, a list of all registered dentists in the state was obtained and the file 
started. This card system comprises between 20,000 and 25,000 cards. All 
registered dentists are filed alphabetically and by districts. All members of 
the State Society are filed alphabetically and by districts. All these cards, 
in addition to the dentist’s name and address, contain information as to his 
membership status in organized dentistry. This goes back to 1934. There 
are no records available regarding state society membership prior to that 
time and it is hoped that soon we will be able to have information as to the 
college and year of graduation of every dentist in the state. In this cross 
file system every dentist and dental hygienist is listed from two to four 
times. In addition to this, there is a file of quack dentists. 

In the work of the various membership committees, the central office 
has been called upon continuously for lists to aid them in their activities, 
and the central office has been able to do this with quickness and dispatch 
by the use of this system. Through continued co-operation of the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, our registration list is kept up to date bymonthly 
additions. About July rst, the registration cards will be corrected by a 1937 
list from the Department of Public Instruction. 

The making of this file system consumed several months and is con- 
sidered one of the best files of its kind in existence. We, however, hope in 
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the near future to have the dentists all listed by counties as well, as there is 
considerable call for such lists. 


The Membership Committee and the Legislative Committee began 
early in the fall to request help from the central office. Finally the volume 
became so great that clerical help was absolutely necessary. Acallcame from 
the Legislative Committee about the middle of November to address a letter 
to every ethical registered dentist in the state. By the employment of a 
squad of girls over a period of about two weeks, this volume of mail was 
sent out. From the first of December to date, the work of the central office 
on legislative matters has called for a schedule of very long hours, six, and 
many times seven, days a week. From the time the State Legislature con- 
vened the first of January up to date, the business manager has almost lived 
in the Capitol as a lobbyist, continually making contacts with members of 
the State Assembly. He acted as the local contact man, arranging appoint- 
ment for the members of the Executive Committee of the Legislative Com- 
mittee. The Legislative Committee, under the leadership of Doctor Metz, 
has worked unceasingly for House Bill 1028 (our dental bill) and especi- 
ally Doctor Coleman. Doctor Coleman was practically a commuter between 
Philadelphia and Harrisburg for over two months, sacrificing everything to 
promote protective legislation for the dental profession in Pennsylvania. 
The rank and fiie of our profession cannot realize, nor will they know, the 
amount of energy expended by Doctor Coleman on this job and credit for 
the success of that campaign, in a large measure, belongs to him. However, 
in commenting on the successful passage and signing of our bill, it would 
be an error not to make note of the splendid, wonderful work done 
by the individual dentist in his home community in interest of this bill. It 
was a source of continual inspiration to the business manager when he made 
contacts with various members of the Legislature to have them say, “Doctor 
So and So, my dentist back home, talks to me constantly about this bill.” In 
the past three months, I did not talk to a single legislator who had not been 
contacted by one or more home town dentists, and the fact that our bill 
passed both the House and Senate unanimously indicates the effectiveness 
of this work done by the dentists at home. The Governor finally signed the 
bill Friday, April 30th, and I have brought the pen he used to this meeting. 

A part-time secretary-stenographer was secured January Ist, 1937, 
and is still employed. 

The secretary of the State Society, from the beginning, gradually 
turned over practically all of his duties to the central office. 

In the statistical mail report you will note the enormous volume of cor- 
respondence passing through the central office this past year. This report 
is attached. In addition to this there were 50 stencils cut for the mimeo- 
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graph machine, running off 13,962 copies of various forms and letters. 

Beginning with the March issue, this office has addressed the Journals 
instead of hiring the job done. This will prove a considerable saving to the 
society from now on. The addressograph was also used twice by the Pub- 
licity Committee for this meeting. 

The business manager, since his appointment, has served on many com- 
mittees both of the society and other groups representing the society. He 
was appointed temporarily to the sub-committee of the Goodrich Commis- 
sion organized by that commission to study the problem of health service to 
those unable to pay. He has served continuously on the Public Health Con- 
ference which is made up of members of all the healing arts group. 

In looking back over the work of the past year, it is felt that the busi- 
ness office has proved its value in promoting the welfare of the State Society 
to the point that it should have the enthusiastic support of every member. 
The central office should become useful in many other ways in the state. 
For example, the chairman of your Membership Committee has recom- 
mended that the central office be the permanent membership drive leader 
for reasons which are set forth in his report. The business manager, in the 
future, will be expected to contact every district at least once a year to stim- 
ulate membership and organization. 

A clearing house and file of available clinicians and essayists has been 
started in the central office to aid program committees of local components 
of the State Society in their work and with the co-operation of all compo- 
nent societies in the state this list will, in a very short time, prove invaluabie 
in the building of dental programs. This file of clinicians and essayists will 
only grow to full usefulness by the help of the local societies in answering 
questionnaires sent from this office. 

A request was made some time ago to the officers of each component 
society that the central office be placed on their mailing list to receive notices 
of all meetings with programs. Some societies have responded 100%, 
others have not been heard from at all. This is a very valuable service and 
it is urged that every one do their share to make it effective. The central 
office should be able to assist the president and other officers in the routine 
duties of their offices. 

The central office can be made an instrument to iron out many misun- 
derstandings or difficulties between the various component groups of the 
society and thus stimulate greater co-operation. 

The business manager feels that much has been accomplished but has 
full realization that it is just the beginning. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. J. HOLLISTER. 
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BIG BROTHERS’ BUREAU REPORT, MAY 4, 1937 


The Big Brothers’ Bureau was given birth on October 15, 1936, when 
Doctor W. E. Mendel, president of the Pennsylvania Dental Society, saw 
fit to carry out a recommendation of a past president and appointed the un- 
dersigned chairman. After due consideration relative to the personnel of 
this committee, the following members were appointed : 

Dr. A. C. Young, to represent the University of Pittsburgh Dental 
School; Dr. Jno. H. Gunter, to represent the University of Pennsylvania 
Dental School; Dr. F. S. Rusca, to represent Temple University Dental 
School; Dr. Jno. H. Corcoran, to represent the eastern part of the state; 
Dr. C. J. Hollister, to represent the middle part of the state; Dr. Ralph E. 
Ward, to represent the western part of the state. 

The aims of this Bureau, as specified by a past president of this society 
to the House of Delegates, are as follows: 

“Tt will be the duty of this Bureau to contact the new graduate, steer 
him from the advertiser or other unethical practitioner ; to advise him, to 
give him moral support and to interest him in joining his local, state and 
national dental societies. To contact the Institutional Committee, to learn 
of internship vacancies, to contact dentists and dental commercial houses, 
to learn of possible positions open, or favorable places to establish a prac- 
tice. To compile this and other information and thus gradually build up the 
Bureau which will be a storehouse of helpful information for the one who 
wishes to employ a dentist, or for the dentist who wishes a position.” 

As the Bureau gathers in data and statistics and grows in experience, 
it may extend its sphere of usefulness beyond the initial aims. 

The gathering of data and the compiling of information is a long, 
tedious task, but imperative to the existence of such a Bureau at its incep- 
tion before it can really act. As this appeared to be a one-man job, the 
chairman undertook the work alone, obviating the necessity of calling a 
meeting of the members of the Bureau which would have entailed an un- 
justifiable expense to our State Society. 

The members of the committee representing the three dental colleges in 
the state contacted the senior classes with the following objectives in mind: 
1 To interest the students in joining their district, the State and the Amer- 

can Dental Societies as soon as possible after graduation. 


No 


Advise the class as to the many dangers involved in the conduction of an 
unethical practice and its ultimate disappointment to so unfortunate a 
dentist. 

3 Inform the class (and thus reach the potential advertiser) of the state’s 
legislative program. Its contemplated benefit to organized dentistry and 
the abolition of all unethical practitioners from the state. 
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4 Solicit the students’ co-operation and influence in the passage of the 

dental bill before the Legislature. 

Ascertain if any students desire dental internships and make an effort to 

find employment for them. 

6 Makea list of the names, addresses, desires, etc., of the members of the 
class and check the names of the students who contemplate practicing 
in Pennsylvania. 

A list of hospitals and other health institutions—both private and state 
—has been compiled for Pennsylvania. A similar list has been made of 
New Jersey institutions ; also one of New York. 

Those institutions approved by the Medical Council on Education and 
hospitals for medical internships and those not approved have been listed 
accordingly. 

The Bureau wishes to give Dr. Addinell Hewson, secretary of the State 
Anatomical Board, credit for his unstinted service in the compilation of this 
work. It is greatly appreciated. Dr. Milton Waas has also given valued 
and appreciated suggestions. 

Copies of the form letter and questionnaire hereto attached will be 
mailed to the approximate five hundred hospitals and institutions listed as 
soon as State Dental Society stationery is available for the purpose. 
Stamped envelopes with return address will also be enclosed. The in- 
formation obtained from the questionnaires returned will be carefully tab- 
ulated and filed for future use. 

To date many letters of recommendation (requested by senior dental 
students) have been written to designated directors or superintendents of 
such organizations. More will follow after this report. 

Hospitals and other health institutions of nearby states, not already 
mentioned, will eventually be listed and similar letters and questionnaires 
sent to each. Locations in the state suitable for practice building will be 
sought out and listed. Practicing dentists who desire associates, or assist- 
ants, part or full time, should communicate this information to the Bureau. 
Dentists who are members of the State Society and who desire professional 
employment may submit their names to the Bureau for possible assistance. 


un 


We ask you, the members of this society, to be a Big Brother to some 
colleague, not so fortunate as you are, by unstintingly offering your sugges- 
tions, information, or assistance to the Bureau that its work may be car- 
ried on more effectively and that our State Society may be recognized as a 
humane organization as well as a literary, scientific and professional one. 


Respectfully submitted, 


F. S. RUSCA, Chairman 
JNO. H. CORCORAN ALFREDC. YOUNG C.J. HOLLISTER 
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THE GLOBE TROTTER 


DETERMINING THE INFECTIVITY OF BACTERIA FOR THEIR Host 
By Myer Solis-Cohen. 





“The mere presence of a microbe on a mucous membrane, or on the 
secretion from it, does not indicate infection; nor in chronic or focal in- 
fection is the predominance of a germ evidence of any relationship between 
it and such infection. Of 384 cultures in chronic, and focal infections made 
in glucose brain broth by Boerner and M. Solis-Cohen, in 169 (44%) the 
predominating organism was not pathogenic for its host. 

“The virulence of bacteria for an individual and the resistance or sus- 
ceptibility of an individual to a germ depend on the ability of such indi- 
vidual to remove that microbe from his circulation—an ability reflected in 
the bactericidal power of his fresh, whole coagulable blood. 

“During the past fifty years many different methods have been devised 
for determining and measuring the bactericidal power of the blood, employ- 
ing blood-serum, the cellular elements of the blood, defibrinated whole 
blood, whole blood rendered uncoagulable by the addition of sodium 
citrate or heparin, fresh whole coagulable blood, and serum-leucocyte 
mixtures. 

“The pathogen selective culture utilizes the bactericidal power of the 
patient’s fresh whole coagulable blood for selecting from a mixed culture 
the aetiologically important organisms. 

“Comparison of the various methods suggests that the pathogen- 
selective method is not only the simplest but also the most reliable and the 
most accurate of those available for clinical use.” 

(From The Lancet, 231 :1447, December 19, 1936.) 


CHANGING CONCEPTS REGARDING PULPLEss TEETH 

No dental problem is linked more closely with medicine than the pulp- 
less tooth, states Louis I. Grossman, D. D. S., Dr. med. dent. (Rostock), in 
the December issue of the Journal of the American Dental Association. 

Reviewing the history of dental focal infection, Dr. Grossman writes at 
length on the more important evidence relating to periapical focal infec- 
tion as accumulated in the last 25 years. He divides it into four categories: 
(1) Roentgenologic ; (2) bacteriologic ; (3) histologic ; (4) clinical. 

Roentgenologic and clinical records of nearly 2,000 patients studied at 
the University of Illinois have been followed up over a period of from 1 to 
16 years. “At the last tabulation in 1936, 76 per cent either had remained 
or were roentgenologically negative throughout the period of observation. 
In this group were included teeth with acute and chronic abscesses and with 
granulomas.” 
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Important bacteriologic studies of pulpless teeth have been made but 
the findings are not in close agreement. The technic of taking samples for 
culturing, culture media, method of culturing and examining for bacterial 
growth and the number of teeth studied “undoubtedly account for the dis- 
Grossman reports that “Haden obtained growth from 87 per cent of pulp- 
less teeth, while Burket obtained growth in only 72 per cent. Haden also 
obtained growth from 55 per cent of vital teeth,and Burket obtained growth 
from 43 per cent of vital teeth. * * * Jf the vital teeth are used as controls, 
the difference between the percentage of growth obtained in the pulpless 
and in the vital teeth will then give us the actual percentage of growth found 
in pulpless teeth. From the data of Haden and Burket, growth was obtained 
in 30 per cent of pulpless teeth. Obviously, root canal treatment done twenty 
years ago would probably not be so good as that done today. Various studies 
suggest that a bacteriologic examination before filling a root canal assures 
the tooth a better chance for success. 


Histologic evidence of periapical repair following root canal therapy 
has been furnished by many authorities. Skillen studied sections of 250 
pulpless X-ray negative teeth. “In only six teeth of this number did he find 
any evidence of infection.” Hatton compares successful root canal treat- 
ment with the repair following bone injury or fracture: “(1) A destructive 
change ; (2) a constructive change; (3) a resting stage. The first stage (1) 
is characterized by ‘removal, resorption and dissolution of all the tissue 
damaged to the extent that it cannot function, whether it be in the pulp canal 
or in the apical space.’ The next stage (2) is characterized by ‘replacement 
of lost hard tissues of the tooth by osteoid cementum, and bone by new 
bone.’ This calcifying process occurs in the accessory canals as well as in 
the main root canal and extends out into the periapical tissues. (3) When 
the calcifying process ceases, the resting stage is reached. In this, the con- 
dition of the periapical tissue ‘persists for years without evidence of any 
change, inflammatory or otherwise, except for these soft tissues to undergo 
a fibrous atrophy. . .. Since the reactions at the apex of a pulpless tooth are 
essentially similar to those found in the healing of a broken bone, it is as- 
sumed they are physiologic in character.’ ” 


Stating that the future of the pulpless tooth depends not on an anti- 
septic agent but upon the judicious selection of cases and a bacteriologic 
examination of the root canal to determine sterility before filling, Grossman 
gives contra-indications for root canal therapy as follows: 


\.— GENERAL SYSTEMIC FACTORS. 
1. Inpatients having arthritis, rheumatic fever, iritis, cardiovascular- 
renal diseases. 
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2. In patients having leukemia, syphilis, active tuberculosis or di- 
abetes. 


B.—LOCAL FACTORS. 
1. Where extensive apical involvement is present. 


2. Where extensive paradental involvement is present. 
3. Where periapical region is inaccessible. 


4. Where aseptic technic cannot be carried out. 


The author believes that root canal therapy is a safe procedure if 
properly done in selected cases checked by bacteriologic examination before 
filling canal. (From Bulletin of Peralta Hospital, 4:3, Dec., 1937.) 


DENTAL SURVEY 

It is gratifying to note the following dental item in a non-dental 
journal : 

The data unearthed by the survey, however, as to the condition of the 
teeth among children are far from gratifying. 

“A recent dental survey of 46,000 school children in San Francisco 
reveals many startling facts, among them the following: At present in San 
Francisco before the ten-year-age group is reached, a large percentage of 
children have had no dental care. Even after the ten-year-age group is 
passed, less than 60 per cent of the children have had dental care. Approxi- 
mately 80 per cent of the ten-to-twelve-year-old children have had dental 
defects. Nearly one-third of the first permanent molars are carious. The 
findings of this survey, a WPA project, suggest the need for such a survey 
in other cities and for a more adequate dental program throughout the na- 
tion.” (From the Journal of the National Education Association of the 


U. S. 26:312, Dec., 1937.) 


RETENTION OF PLATE AS CONSTITUTING FRAUDULENT CONVERSION 

The defendant, a dentist, made a dental plate for a patient, the prose- 
cutrix, and delivered it to her on her promise to pay him the amount 
charged for his professional services. Three months later the prosecutrix 
returned the plate to the dentist for an adjustment. At that time he de- 
manded that she pay her bill and when she refused to do so he retained the 
plate on the theory that he was entitled to a lien on it for his services. He 
was later prosecuted and convicted under an indictment that charged him 
with fraudulent conversion. The dentist then appealed to the Superior 
Court of Pennsylvania. 


The facts, said the Superior Court, do not warrant a conviction under 
the fraudulent conversion act. Under that act any person having posses- 
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sion of any property belonging to any other person and who fraudulently 
withholds, converts or applies it to and for his own use and benefit is guilty 
of a misdemeanor. The statement of the lower court that “the defendant 
supposed he had a right to hold the plate” of itself negatived the idea of a 
fraudulent conversion. The act requires an intent fraudulently to with- 
hold, convert or apply the property of another. There was no evidence 
of such an intent. If there was a disputed question of title to the plate, the 
prosecutrix could have enforced her rights in an action of replevin or in a 
civil action for the value of the plate. The Superior Court reversed the 
judgment of conviction and discharged the dentist.” 


(From J. A. M. A., 109: 1935, Dec. 4, 1937.) 


Go_p BrRIDGEWORK TURNING BLACK 
To the editor: A patient, employed as a domestic, is apparently in good 
health but complains that gold bridgework, recently applied, turns black 
rapidly. What are the possible causes of such a condition, and how may it 
be remedied ? M. D., New York. 


Answer: The “gold” bridgework is probably made of a low carat gold. 
It may be remedied by the use of a higher carat gold. 


(From J. A. M. A., 109:2011, Dec. 11, 1937.) 
a 
NATIONAL DENTAL HEALTH POSTER CONTEST 


President Camalier, of the American Dental Association, has adopted 
a most appropriate slogan for his administration—Dental Health for Amer- 
ican Y outh—and one of the active phases for realization of this slogan is the 
National Dental Health Poster Contest. For details, you are referred to 
page 1713 of the October issue of the Journal of the American Dental As- 
sociation and page 1871 of the November issue of the same Journal. In 
locally promoting a Dental Health Poster Contest, the dental profession has 
a golden opportunity to bring about dental consciousness among the laity in 
a most practical way, which is through the activities of children. As is sug- 
gested in the outlines presented in the Journal of the American Dental As- 
sociation, local school authorities and civic organizations can be made active 
forces to promote dental health for American youth in a local and national 
way. This is an almost ideal method of dental health publicity. 





The officers of our State Society are wholeheartedly back of this move- 
ment and all members of our organization are urged to enthusiastically sup- 
port the contest. By enthusiastic co-operation on the part of all of us, Penn- 
sylvania can lead the nation in this most worthwhile activity. Will you do 
your part? 
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DENTAL DIVISION 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


Editorial Note: 





Dr. Milton J. Waas, Chief of the Dental Division has submitted the 
following report of the division activities for the information of the members 
of the state society. 


At the close of the year there were eleven dental hygienists, (one act- 
ing as supervisor), in the employ of the division. In the early part of the 
year only eight were on the staff but this number was increased to eleven 
before the end of the year. 


During the summer months they worked in Child Health Centres doing 
pre-school work in conjunction with the state and county nurses who put 
all their workers at our command. Later on they worked with the various 
parent-teacher groups. While schools were in session they work in the 
schools of the various counties. In this school work they always operate 
with the consent and active assistance of the various County Medical Di- 
rectors and the superintendents and principals of the schools. This work is 
earried on only in towns of five thousand or less. 


From the foregoing you may see that we are endeavoring to put den- 
tistry, dental hygiene, and dental teaching directly in the field of public 
health work. This is where each member of our state society wishes to put 
it, I believe. 

The following statistics gives evidence of only one phase of the work 
which is being carried on. After a careful examination each child found in 
need of any dental attention is given a “State Corrective Advice Card.” 
One side advises the parents or guardian that the child should visit their 
dentist. The other side is for the dentist to sign and return to the school 
teacher by the child stating that the necessary work has been completed. 

This covers a period of one year only and shows that slightly under 
30% of all these children had their work completed as a result of these ex- 
aminations and advice; that practically all of this work was rendered in 
private offices and paid for; that each one of these children reached the 
dentist long before they otherwise would have; and that they are now all 


“dentally conscious” and still better, “private office minded.” 


The Division is trying to avoid the mistake of the’medical profession 


who have such a large percentage of their patients “clinic minded.” 
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Tabulation of Corrective Advice Cards 





County No. given out No. returned 
Allegheny 1830 569 
Mercer 1596 422 
Washington 444 127 
Centre 3077 1137 
Westmoreland 150 38* 
Fayette 512 157 
Clearfield 1524 510 
Clinton 1857 470 
Lackawanna 1533 340 
Carbon 2904 832 

15427 4602 


*Work in one government school only. 
Respectfully submitted, 
MILTON J. WAAS. 
* 


MEDICAL CARE 


Editorial Note: 


The following quotation is from a report made in May, 1937, to the 
Board of Trustees of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society by President-elect 
Dr. Raymond M. Walls: ‘‘Late in 1935, Governor Earle set up a com- 
mission headed by Herbert F. Goodrich, Dean of the Law School of the 
University of Pennsylvania, to study and report upon the problems of public 
assistance and relief in Pennsylvania and to propose a suitable program for 
the organization, administration, and support of these services in the future. 
This commission was named ‘The Pennsylvania Committee on Public Assist- 
ance and Relief’ but was commonly called, ‘The Goodrich Commission’.’’ 
The article following consists of excerpts of the points of most interest to the 
dental profession taken from the booklet entitled, ‘‘Medical Care in the 
Public Assistance Program of Pennsylvania—Report and Recommendations 
of a Special Advisory Committee’’ and published by the Pennsylvania Com- 
mittee. The excerpts were chosen in the main by Dr. Walls. 


When the Pennsylvania Committee on Public Assistance and Relief 
undertook its projected study of the general relief problem, a systematic 
medical relief program was in operation in one branch of public assistance 
only, namely, unemployment relief. This program enlisted the advice and 
administrative co-operation of professional groups in the principal fields of 
the healing arts. The committee viewed this program as a factor in its 
study only to the extent that it could be subjected to quantitative analysis, 
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since, on the side of its content and quality, it was obviously a matter upon 
which a lay committee could not have a decisive judgment but must largely 
defer to the judgment of specialized professions. 

Following the definite termination of the medical relief program, which 
occurred on September 25, 1936, the State Emergency Relief Board ac- 
cepted a suggestion, presented by representatives of the healing arts profes- 
sions, for the appointment of a committee to study the whole problem of 
medical care of the indigent and to recommend the basic conditions upon 
which a medical relief program should be established. The Board asked 
that this committee be associated with the Pennsylvania Committee on Pub- 
lic Assistance and Relief, which was engaged in a thorough study of the 
whole relief problem. 

Accordingly, in November, 1936, a Special Advisory Committee on 
Medical Care, to co-operate with the Pennsylvania Committee on Public 
Assistance and Relief, was appointed, consisting of representatives of the 
healing arts professions, selected by the several professional societies which 
had been included in the previous program and by the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital Association. The Secretary of the Pennsylvania Committee also be- 
came a member of the Advisory Committee. In January, 1937, James F. 
Schell, M. D., of Philadelphia, formerly medical advisor to the County Re- 
lief Board of Philadelphia, was appointed as full-time secretary of this com- 
mittee and director of the study. Office facilities and equipment, together 
with supervisory, statistical and clerical assistance, were provided in the 
headquarters of the Pennsylvania Committee on Public Assistance and Re- 
lief. Our representative on this advisory committee was President-elect 
Raymond M. Walls. 


CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That medical care (services of the healmg arts professions) 

is an integral and indispensable part of any sound program 
for the public relief and assistance of persons unable to main- 
tain themselves at a minimum level of health and decency. 

The conservation of public health and the promotion of the general 
welfare justify provision of adequate medical care of those in need as an 
obligation of government. Governmental responsibility exists in the same 
measure for members of families when they become ill as when they are 
well, and illness, which inaugurates a more expensive and difficult condi- 
dition, does not alter or diminish this governmental responsibility. 

The healing arts professions have long recognized and assumed a large 
responsibility for care of the sick who are unable to pay for treatment. 
Such responsibility is a part of the special ethics of the professions, and so 
well has it been borne in practice that both the members of the professions 
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and the lay public have come to expect, as a matter of course, that patients 
will be served, when necessary, whether or not they can pay for the service. 

The healing arts professions alone, however, cannot carry the whole 
burden of care of the indigent sick. So great is the demand for the service 
that members of the professions cannot and should not meet it wholly at 
their own expense. 

2. That a state-wide service for this purpose should be provided, 

designed to meet, as nearly as possible on an equal basis, the 
needs of all such persons. 
3. That such a program should, so far as possible, serve: 

(a) Those receiving other forms of public assistance ; 

(b) Other persons certified by the County Assistance Boards 

as unable to provide for themselves such necessary serv- 
ices as are included in the program. 

Such a program should serve the health needs of persons receiving not 
only general assistance (unemployment relief and poor relief) but also 
those receiving work relief (Works Progress Administration), veterans’ 
relief, mothers’ assistance (aid to dependent children in their own homes), 
old age assistance, and blind pensions, where necessary. 

The right of all these persons to receive public aid, by reason of their 
economic status, has been established by investigation. As it has been 
proven that they are financially unable to provide themselves with other 
basic necessities of life, such as food or shelter, it is obvious that they will 
be unable to pay for medical attention when sick. For estimating the prob- 
lem of this group a great deal of factual information is available. They 
have been counted and studied by many agencies and organizations for 
years. 


7) 


In the economic group just above this level are many persons who are 
living on the lowest subsistence basis. These persons are on the borderline 
of independence. They are just able to maintain themselves without help at 
a level of existence which the standards of public assistance organizations 
accept as tolerable. Their position is a precarious one, however ; any mis- 
fortune upsets their balance and they quickly fall back into dependency. 
When illness strikes such a family, especially if it affects the breadwinner, 
the members are unable to provide themselves with the necessary medical 
attention, and unless some provision is made to supply it to them they will 
soon increase the rolls of those on relief. These persons should not be 
classified as “sick poor people” but people who are “poor when sick.” The 
number and extent of the “borderline” class of persons is unknown. It is a 
relatively uncharted field. In planning to include them in a health pro- 
gram designed for the indigent, it is realized that the problem of care and of 
cost is largely increased. 
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In spite of these difficulties, it is, nevertheless, considered necessary 
and desirable to make provision for their care when sick, in order to enable 
them to maintain their economic independence. It is believed that these 
persons could apply and be certified for medical attention alone, after a 
routine social and economic investigation by a relief agency. This pro- 
cedure would serve to prevent abuses and also to make it possible in time to 
obtain factual information upon which more definite plans could be made 
hereafter for this group. 


4. That this program should, so far as possible, supply a com- 
plete service including: 
(a) Preventive service, utilizing in this connection regular 
health agencies, and 
(b) Corrective and curative service, including medical,den- 
tal, nursing, clinical, hospital, and pharmaceutical 
services. 

A health program in order to be of real value either must itself take 
care of all phases of illness and disability or must be correlated with other 
organizations supplying necessary services. It should be the aim of a 
health program to recognize and utilize all existing health activities, such as 
those of the State and local Departments of Health, the United States Pub- 
lic Health Service, public rehabilitation services and others, only entering 
the field of work covered by these departments when absolutely necessary 
to fill a gap. 

The human body is subject to a great variety of diseases, requiring an 
even greater variety of diagnostic procedures and methods of treatment. A 
health program which can only cope with a situation when it is acute and can 
be adequately treated at home, but which cannot concern itself with such a 
problem when it becomes chronic or when it requires hospitalization, sur- 
gery, or some special diagnostic procedure, is obviously inadequate. 

At the present time, the health of the indigent and borderline popula- 
tion does not suffer so much because of lack of proper facilities to take 
care of their needs, as from the lack of proper financial arrangements to 
enable them to use the facilities already set up. In some parts of the State, 
it is true, necessary facilities for the diagnosis and treatment of diseases are 
very scant. In these areas some effort should be made which will lead to 
the establishment of basic health facilities to serve the whole community, 
such as hospitals with diagnostic and surgical clinics, nursing organiza- 
tions and dental clinics. 

The Dental Profession, represented by the Board of Trustees 
of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society, desires the opportunity 
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to work out with the State Department of Assistance a plan that 
will provide: 
(a) Adequate service for children; 


(b) Emergency service for adults, with the provision 
for supplying restorative work when authorized by 
the County Board of Assistance. 


The Dental Profession feels that there is no single program 
that can be applied with equal effectiveness to all parts of the state. 
For this reason they will offer for consideration to the State De- 
partment of Assistance plans, made up in conjunction with the 
several County Boards of Assistance, that will meet the situation 
peculiar to eaclt local area. 

The Dental Profession realizes the fact that funds available 
for medical care at this time will not permit the establishment of as 
complete a program as is thought desirable. Nevertheless, as a 
matter of record, and with the hope for a progressive expansion in 
the coming years, the following statement is made: 


In supplying dental service to children whose families are un- 
able to purchase this aid, any program of public assistance in the 
health field should emphasize preventive measures and the early 
correction of dental disease. 


Adults who may be returned to gainful employment should 
receive a minimum of dental care, and that only for the relief of 
pain, the elimination of infection, or such restorative dentistry as 
will aid in their return to gainful occupations. The determination 
of employability shall be made by the County Board of Assistance. 


For those persons who are unemployable and in the opinion of the 
County Board of Assistance cannot be returned to economic society, a more 
complete dental service should be provided to insure comfort and safety to 
health. 

5. That the organizational framework of this program be based 
upon the county unit of administration, with a liberal allow- 
ance of local autonomy in administration and experimen- 
tation. 

6. That the general scope, standards, and forms of operation 
should be determined by the State, through the appropriate 
department. 


(To be continued in the February issue) 
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THIRD DISTRICT CONVENTION 
January 27, 1938 


HOTEL CASEY ... SCRANTON 
CRYSTAL BALL ROOM 


PROGRAM 
REGISTRATION—9:00 A. M. 
OPENING OF SESSION—9 :45 A. M.— 
Dr. Donald Swift, President Third District Society 
10:00 A. M. to 11:00 A. M.—Presiding, Dr. C. A. McQuire, President 
Luzerne Dental Society 


“THEORY OF DENTURE PROSTHETICS”—Dr. Merel G. 
Swenson, Professor of Prosthetics, N. Y. U. 


11:00 A. M. to 12:00 P. M.—Presiding, Dr. M. Corrigan, President Hazle- 
ton Dental Society 


“PERIODONTIA AND THE THERAPEUTICS OF DRUGS 
USED”—Dr. John Lewis Blass, Assistant Professor of Perio- 
dontia, N. Y. U. 


LUNCH AND EXHIBITS—12:15 P. M. to 2:00 P. M. 
Sound-on-Film—Motion Picture 


2:00 P. M. to 3:30 P. M.—Presiding, Dr. Theo. Fuhrer, President Lacka- 
wanna County Dental Society 


“FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES FOR TECHNICAL RE- 
MOVAL OF THE MANDIBULAR THIRD MOLAR”—Dr. 
George B. Winters, Professor of Exodontia, Washington Uni- 
versity, St. Louis 


3:45 P. M. to 5:00 P. M.—Presiding, Dr. C. A. McQuire 
“PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION OF DENTURE PROS- 
THETICS”—Dr. Merel G. Swenson 
5:00 P. M. to 6:00 P. M.—Annual Business Meeting 
Presiding, Dr. Donald Swift, President 


7:00 P. M. to ???—Annual Dinner Dance 
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LUZERNE CouNTY DENTAL SOCIETY 


On December 20 the annual election and installation of officers was 
held with the following results : 


i. R. Aston, President, Wilkes-Barre; F. J. Creasy, President-elect, 
Berwick; S. C. Andolora, Vice-President, Pittston; R. H. Gaulston, Secre- 
tary, Kingston; M. E. Milier, Treasurer, Wilkes-Barre. 


Activities of the coming year were discussed at length. Announce- 
ment was made by the president that the program for the coming year 
would be announced shortly. 


Attendance at the annual district meeting to be held at Scranton, 
January 27th, 1938, was urged by the trustee, Dr. Bill Davis. 


Following the close of the meeting a buffet lunch was served. 


Lapies’ AUXILIARY 


The Ladies’ Auxiliary is going to great extremes to make January 
the 27th a red letter day in Third District conventions. The committee in 
charge are working hard to make this day well worth while as well as en- 
joyable. 

The main feature of the afternoon will be a luncheon to which all the 
women of the Third District will be the guests of the Scranton Auxiliary. 
Immediately after the luncheon there will be card playing. 

All this with the dinner dance at night will make a great day. I’m 
sure that now you will agree with our first predictions. Please, men, see 
that your wives, mothers or sweethearts get out to these affairs. 

Don’t forget the date and place—Hotel Casey, January 27, 1938. 


LACKAWANNA CouNTY DENTAL SOCIETY 


On December 14th the annual election of officers for the year 1938 was 
held at the Chamber of Commerce. Those elected were: 


Joseph E. Manley, President; Stanley Grabowski, President-elect ; 
R. G. Kizer, Vice-President ; Harold Finnerty, Secretary ; Robert Hannon, 
Treasurer. 

Board of, Directors : Theo. Fuhrer, Chairman ; Henry Brandt, Leonard 
Burke, William Rose, Hugh R. Burns. 

The annual dinner dance which accompanies the induction of the 
officers will be held on January 27th in conjunction with the Third District 
meeting at the Hotel Casey. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 


FIRST DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Benjamin Benedict 

Greater Philadelphia annual meeting, February 2, 3, 4, 1938. The 
General Arrangements Committee, under the chairmanship of Dr. Victor H. 
Frank, promise this meeting to be most complete in every detail. 

Scientific papers, practical clinics (by outstanding men of national 
repute) and entertainment are features. 

The members of the American Dental Association are invited to attend. 
Registration by membership card. 

One of the high lights of the meeting will be Wednesday night, when 
Dr. John Jacob Posner will tell of his experience in the American Hospital 
in Spain during the present strife. You cannot afford to miss this meeting. 

The Board of Governors of the Philadelphia County Dental Society, 
acting as a nominating committee, submit the following nominees: Presi- 
dent-elect, Dr. Leroy M. Ennis; Secretary, Dr. M. B. Markus; Treasurer, 
Dr. Sanford D. Lawyer; Librarian, Dr. Robert Adams. Annual business 
meeting and election of officers will be held January 18, 1938. 

North Philadelphia Association of Dental Surgeons : Meeting Wednes- 
day, January 12, 1938. Essayist, John H. Gunter, M. D., D. D. S.; subject, 
“Exodontia Problems of Interest to the General Practitioner.” 

Pennsylvania Association of Dental Surgeons: Meeting Tuesday, 
January 11, 1938. Essayist, Dr. John Burkhart; subject, “Gold Inlays by 
the Indirect Method.” 





SECOND DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Chas. L. R. Myers 
LEHIGH VALLEY DENTAL SOCIETY 

Dr. Louis I. Grossman, of Philadelphia, was the guest speaker Monday 
night, December 20, at the monthly dinner meeting of the Lehigh Valley 
Dental Society, held in the Hotel Bethlehem. Dr. R. B. Hess, president of 
the society, was in charge, 

The speaker discussed “Clinical Management of Pulp-Involved and 
Pulpless Teeth.” 

Dr. Grossman listed the number of steps describing the ideal method of 
treating inflamed pulp. He also listed the preparatory drugs used in the 








MEMBERSHIP cost in organized dentistry is ridiculously low con- 
sidering the benefits and protection accruing to the individual member. 
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treatment. Following the lecture, the members participated in a spirited 
discussion on the methods of treating inflamed pulp. 

Dr. R. E. V. Miller, of Easton, this section’s representative on the State 
Examining Board and the chairman of the Lehigh Valley Dental Society’s 
ethics committee, spoke on some ethical standards. The society went on 
record as favoring the passage of the Army Dental Corps bill to provide 
adequate dental services to the armed forces. 


FIFTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Paul E. Bomberger 


The Fifth District met in York, at Hotel Yorktowne, on Thursday, 
January 13th, 1938, for its annual meeting. Dr. L. Wallace Ohl, of Pitts- 
burgh, was the speaker of the afternoon; his subject was, “Local Anaes- 
thesia and Exodontia.” 

Dinner and an after-dinner speaker followed the afternoon session. 

Election of officers for the ensuing year also took place at this meeting. 


York DENTAL Society 

The York Society had as their speaker for its meeting on Friday, De- 
cember 3rd, Dr. Thomas Litz, of Baltimore, who spoke on “Immediate 
Denture Work,” and showed a moving picture on “Dental Economics From 
the Phase of Practice.” The meeting was well attended and the speaker 
very well received. 

York Society annual banquet was held on January 7th at La Fayette 
Club with Mr. E. A. Hurshman, secretary of York Chamber of Commerce, 
as guest speaker. The speaker handled his subject very well and held his 
listeners in rapt attention. A good attendance, good dinner, and good enter- 
tainment was the order of the evening. 

The York Society welcomes two new members to their midst, Doctors 
Lauer and Albaugh. 

Harris SOCIETY OF LANCASTER 

The Harris Society of Lancaster had as their speaker for its meeting 
on Tuesday, December 21st, Dr. Thomas A. McFall, of Philadelphia, who 
gave an illustrated talk on “Some Problems in Dentistry for Children.” 

This seems to be the mating season for Lancaster dentists. This time 
we announce the marriage of Dr. A. J. Lowell to Miss Ruth E. Haas, also 
of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, on November 16th, 1937. 

The Harris Society welcomes a new member and recent graduate in 
her midst, Dr. Hebble Smith. 

The Harris Society held its annual meeting and banquet on January 
18th at Lancaster Country Club. The committee, headed by Rudy Nissley, 
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and our general president, Herbie Cooper, who acted as toastmaster, did a 
good job of providing an evening of good eats and entertainment. 

Reports we hear of Harrisburg annual ladies’ night, held in December, 
can only be spoken of in superlatives. May they grow bigger and better 
each year. 

& 


SIXTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Bruce S. Nesbit 


LycoMING DENTAL SOCIETY 
The Lycoming Dental Society met at the Lycoming Hotel, Williams- 
port, November roth, at which time the following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: 
President, John C. Whittaker, Williamsport; Vice-President, T. P. 
McGee, Williamsport; Secretary, J. N. Dunston, Williamsport; Treasurer, 
Williard Simpler, Watsontown. 


Tri-County DENTAL SOCIETY 
At a meeting of the Tri-County Dental Society, held in Sunbury, De- 
cember 14th, the following officers were elected : 
President, Bruce S. Nesbit, Sunbury; Vice-President, Glenn Seebold, 
Lewisburg ; Secretary-Treasurer, Broscious Shipe, Selinsgrove. 


TioGa DENTAL Society 

A meeting of the Tioga Dental Society was held on November 23rd 
at the Penn Well Hotel in Wellsboro, at which time Dr. Reed O. Dingman, 
of the staff of the Geisinger Memorial Hospital, of Danville, gave a paper 
accompanied by lantern slides and motion pictures on “Oral Surgery From 
the Standpoint of the General Practitioner.” Dr. Dingman was also the 
essayist at the meetings of the Tri-County Society and the Lycoming So- 
ciety reported above and in each instance his presentation of the subject 
received a favorable and flattering comment. 


SEVENTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . Jj. L. Porias 


36th ANNUAL MEETING 
JOHNSTOWN, FEBRUARY 28, MARCH 1 AND 2 


The thirty-sixth annual meeting of the Central Pennsylvania Seventh 
District Dental Society will be held at the Fort Stanwix Hotel in Johns- 
town on February 28, March 1 and 2. The officers and committees are 
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working hard and we believe we will have a very fine meeting. On Monday 
morning Herbert H. Kabnick of New York will talk on “Modernized Fixed 
Bridge Construction.” In the afternoon Dr. Kabnick will give a clinic on 
the same subject, after which there will be a number of progressive table 
clinics. In the evening there will be talking moving pictures of Dr. George 
Winter’s technic for the removal of impacted teeth. 

Tuesday morning, March 1st, Gustav C. Tassman of Philadelphia will 
talk on “Presentation of a Complete Plan of Children’s Dentistry for the 
General Practitioner,” after which Dr. Patterson of Baltimore will talk on 
Full Dentures. At noon there will be a Mouth Hygiene Luncheon with Dr. 
Tassman as the principal speaker. In the afternoon there will be clinics by 
Drs. Tassman and Patterson and a colored movie of Immediate Denture 
Service shown by Dr. Gobo. There will be a bridge luncheon for the visit- 
ing ladies in the afternoon and in the evening we will have our annual ban- 
quet and dance. 

On Wednesday, March 2nd, Leroy Ennis of Philadelphia will speak 
on “X-Ray Interpretation” and J. Lewis Blass of New York will talk on 
“Periodontia.” In the afternoon there will be clinics by the same men. All 
members of the State and National Societies are welcome. 


NortH CAMBRIA DENTAL SOCIETY 
At the last meeting of the North Cambria Dental Society the following 
were elected officers for 1938: H. T. Kerr, of Barnesboro, President; J. L. 
Porias, Nanty-Glo, Vice-President ; and H. B. Denny, Spangler, Secretary- 
Treasurer. 
Charles J. Overberger of Barnesboro was appointed a member of the 
Cambria County Board of Public Assistance. 


EIGHTH DISTRICT 
District Editor . . . . V. E. Schermerhorn 

Members of the Bradford Dental Society gave their annual president’s 
ball in the Lafayette Club, near Lewis Run, on December 20, 1937, honor- 
ing Dr. Joseph Dunn, retiring president. 

Dr. Dunn has had a very successful year and richly deserves the honors 
bestowed upon him by the society. Mayor Hugh J. Ryan presided as toast- 
master at the dinner. 

The committee in charge included Dr. John K. Thamm, chairman, Dr. 
Kenneth E. Wilson and Dr. Kenneth J. Kilbury. Faced with a long, bril- 
liant list of past social events, this group outdid themselves and came up 
with perhaps the outstanding event of them all. 

This event has come to mean much in the lives of the dental profes- 
sion and only the unfortunate and the ill are among the missing. In fact, 
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the only divorce occurring within the profession since settlement in the 
Tununguant Valley was that of a dentist’s wife who sued her husband for 
divorce on the grounds of cruelty. When asked by the judge to elaborate 
on this charge she tearfully said that her husband was a good provider, be- 
longed to the A. D. A., was as steady as a German police dog, but that he 
absolutely refused to take her to the dentists’ annual Presidents’ Ball. With- 
out further ado, the judge granted a complete divorce. 


NECROLOGY 











WOOD, DR. I. N. P. D. C. 1910 


Dr. Irving N. Wood died December 23rd in Lankeneau Hos- 
pital, following an illness of two weeks and an operation for 
acute appendicitis. He was 48. A graduate of the Philadel- 
phia Dental College, Dr. Wood served in the U. S. Navy 
Dental Corps during the World War, having been attached 
to the Philadelphia Navy Yard. He was a member of Lu Lu 
Temple and of the Free and Accepted Masons. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, Mrs. Caroline Wood, and one son, 
Irving, Jr. 














MEMBERSHIP in the 
American Dental Association 
gives Eligibility to a group in- 
surance plan which enables 


PROFESSIONAL 
PROTECTION 
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the member to carry a $3,000 WOU WWE 
het rhe asain SG W777 Z 
enorme | | [ii 
amination. ERVICE : 


MEMBERSHIP gives a much 
lower rate on malpractice pol- 


icies and also assures full sup- 
port of organized dentistry 
when in need of court testi- 
mony. 
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OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 
WHEATON, ILLINOIS 

















